158                                 TO THE STUDENTS

was the surest way to perdition. He appealed to them to culfr
vate a snow-white purity of mind and body and prayed to God
that He might give them the wisdom and strength for it.

Young India, 28-2-1929

65
POOR BOYS9  FUND
The Headmaster of the New English School, Achra writes
as follows:
" In accordance with the appeal of our national leaders for keeping
Lalaji's memory green, we the teachers and the students of the New
'English School, Achra, District Ratnagiri, have sent our collection of
Rs. 101 only as a tribute to our great, patriot to Shri Birla, the Trea-
surer in Calcutta. It is collected from every community without dis-
tinction. We have arranged here a meeting and started a fund in the
name of late Lalaji, called the Lalaji Poor Boys' Fund. Thus the
national spirit is being created in the hearts of the pupils. There are
two mahar (untouchable) students in our school who have been sitting
with other students on the same bench. I am glad to tell you that
some 30 boys have determined neither to buy foreign goods nor to
drink tea. They are interested in the khadi movement and have bought
it for about Rs. 35. I have supplied them with it from Vengurla, but
it being costly, the poor ones were disappointed, and so we hope that
steps will be taken to lessen its price at least for the poor."
I am sorry that owing to my travels at the time the letter
was received, it remained buried amongst my papers for near-
ly two months. The amount has been already acknow-
ledged but the letter has a value of its own, apart from the
collection. For the teachers and the boys have responded not
only to the letter of the appeal but also to its spirit in that they
have determined to give up foreign goods and even tea. I sug-
gest to the teachers that the vow to give up foreign goods will
not be kept up either by the teachers or by the boys. It is too
sweeping to be fulfilled. For instance, neither the teachers nor
the boys will give up foreign books, nor foreign pins, nor foreign
watches, nor foreign needles. I suggest to them a revision of
their vows. It will be better if they will name the foreign arti-
cles which they will refrain from using.
As to khadi, I have pointed out often enough that it is
cheap ,at any price, so long as it is sold at the cost price plus
a small addition for the upkeep of the stock where it is sold.